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youthconnect

youthconnect is South Australia’s Youth Strategy 2010-2014. It represents the Government’s vision for South Australia’s 
young people aged 12-25. youthconnect is built upon a shared understanding that young people are valued citizens of our 
community. It outlines a whole-of-government approach for the delivery of programs and services to young people aged 
between 12 and 25 years.  It recognises that all young people need to be able to access opportunities and receive support 
so they may achieve their personal goals and aspirations.

To support the implementation of youthconnect, the Office for Youth has developed the youthconnect grants. 

Funding will be made available through a competitive one stage grant funding process to organisations that support 
young people to achieve positive life outcomes in the following priority areas:

Health and Wellbeing

A young person’s health and wellbeing is central to their ability to participate and engage in their community and society, 
their ability to successfully move through childhood into adolescence and adulthood, and their ability to live long healthy 
lives.  

Under the Health and Wellbeing priority, youthconnect grants will target the delivery of projects that focus on keeping 
young people safe from harm.

Education, Employment and Skill Development

Ensuring young people have the opportunity to participate in education, employment and skill development will assist 
South Australia to secure long term economic prosperity and will better place our young people to have the skills and 
tools they need to succeed and make their mark in life.

Under the Education, Employment and Skill Development priority, youthconnect grants will target projects that support 
disengaged young people (17-19 years of age) to re-engage in education, leading to a qualification.

Engagement and Participation

To ensure South Australia is a vibrant state with diverse opportunities for all its citizens, young people need to be heard, 
they need to be actively involved in the development of their communities and in the decisions that affect their lives. This 
is vital to advancing South Australia as a prosperous state that supports innovation and is a leader in program and service 
delivery to young people.

Under the Engagement and Participation priority, youthconnect grants will target projects that support young people to 
be actively engaged in their local communities.

Better Connections

For South Australia to be able to successfully meet the needs of its young people, a strong services system needs to be 
developed that holds young people at the centre of its planning and service delivery. 

Under the Better Connections priority, youthconnect grants will target projects that develop practical guidelines, tools 
and resources to support organisations that work with young people.

Note – guidelines, tools and resources must be published under Creative Commons +licence.
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youthconnect grant guidelines

Application process
The application process will be conducted via a one stage process involving a full application.

Applications need to demonstrate how the project will target one main priority area (Health and Wellbeing, Education, 
Employment and Skill Development, Engagement and Participation or Better Connections). The Office for Youth recognises 
that many projects will achieve outcomes in more than one of the identified priority area; however, project applications 
should select and address one main priority area, with project outcomes directly relating to the selected priority area.

Applications will be assessed based on priority areas i.e. all the health and wellbeing project applications will be 
assessed together to determine the best projects in that particular priority area; the fit of your project to the priority area 
selected will comprise part of that assessment.

Projects that also address one or more of the following will be considered favourably: 

• achieve or contribute towards the achievement of educational or vocational attainment

•  may be sustained beyond the life of the funding

•  collaborate with other service providers/community organisations 

•  use a strength based approach, providing young people with positive experiences and opportunities which enhance 
their strengths and capacity and which affirm them as contributors to their communities and shapers of their own 
future.

Funding
One-off grants are available from $10,000 - $50,000.

Funding must be matched, either dollar for dollar and/or in-kind support by the applicant and/or partnering agencies. In-
kind support includes use of venue, staff time, supervision, consumables, phone, photocopying, use of equipment etc.
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youthconnect grant guidelines

Eligibility 
The following eligibility criteria apply to youthconnect grants:

•  organisations must have a proven history of working with young people aged 12–25 years living in South Australia

•  non government, not for profit organisations or local council Youth Advisory Committees are eligible to apply

•  non-incorporated and education organisations may be eligible if they apply under the auspice of an incorporated 
body that accepts responsibility for the funded activity

•  organisations must meet legal, child protection and insurance requirements set by relevant legislation

•  grants are for one year only and provided on a once-off basis

•  projects must work directly with young people aged 12-25 years and achieve positive outcomes

•  organisations that have previously received a grant from the Office for Youth but have not met relevant acquittal 
requirements will not be eligible to apply for another grant until the acquittal requirements have been met.

The following are not eligible for funding through youthconnect grants:

•  initiatives that have already occurred (i.e. deficit budgets, retrospective funding)

• major capital items

• curriculum based school projects

•  projects that generate commercial and competitive income or profit

• student/study placements

•  state and commonwealth government organisations.

Timeline
Call for Applications 27 January 2012

Applications Close 29 February 2012

Assessment of Applications March 2012

Negotiation of Funding Agreements April 2012

Execution of Funding Agreements April 2012

Payment of grants May 2012

Commencement of funded projects June 2012

Final report and acquittal due to Office for Youth June 2013
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Application assessment
Applications will be assessed by a panel comprising independent experts in the priority areas for funding.

The assessment panel will prepare recommendations based on the following assessment criteria:

Match to priority area 30%

Priority of target group 20%

Needs and outcomes of the target group 15%

Need for the project 15%

Capacity of the organisation to deliver the project 10%

Connections with other organisations, young people and the community 10%

Recommendations

The Minister for Youth’s delegate, the Director, Office for Youth will be advised of the Assessment Panel’s 
recommendations and will make the final decision on the grant recipients.

All decisions relating to the allocation of funding will be final.

All applicants will be notified in writing by the Director, Office for Youth of the outcome of their application. 

The funding round will be finalised when all successful applicants have entered into Funding Agreements with the 
Department for Communities and Social Inclusion. The Funding Agreement will contain the entire agreement between 
the parties.
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Obligations if successful
Successful applicants will be required to:

• Enter into a Funding Agreement with the Office for Youth, Department for Communities and Social Inclusion

• Expend all funds in accordance with Funding Agreement by 30 June 2013 (or return unspent funds)

•  Provide a final report and financial acquittal to the Office for Youth on completion of the project

•  Acknowledge the Government of South Australia, Office for Youth in all promotional and publicity materials for the 
project.

How to apply
Grant application forms are available to be filled in online at www.officeforyouth.sa.gov.au. 

You can access a copy of the youthconnect youth strategy document from the Office for Youth website.

Applications must be submitted online. Please ensure your application is endorsed by the organisation through agreeing to 
the disclaimer and all supporting documentation is uploaded and attached to the online form. Hard copies of applications 
will not be accepted unless prior approval has been given by the Team Leader, Business Services. Late applications will not 
be accepted.

• All applications must be submitted by 5pm, 29 February 2012

Application checklist
When submitting your application please:

� use one application form per project

 � attach a copy of your certificate of incorporation

 � ensure you have all the required supporting documentation attached

 � ensure that you have agreed to the disclaimer

� keep a copy of your application

 � submit your application online by 5pm on the due date

Who do I contact for further information?

For further information, guidelines, and application forms or to discuss the eligibility of your agency or project contact:

Business Services Team
Office for Youth
Telephone: (08) 8204 8470
Email  joanna.young@sa.gov.au
Website  www.officeforyouth.sa.gov.au 
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